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Draft Public Comment RE72-13

This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Residential provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments.  For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

http://www.energycodes.gov/development/residential/2015IECC
RE72-13 Approved

Public Comment
Name:  Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 
Desired Action: Approval as Modified (AM)

Modify the proposal as follows:

R402.4 (N1102.4) Air leakage. The building thermal envelope shall be constructed to limit air leakage in accordance with the requirements of Sections R402.4.1 through R402.4.4. 

R402.4.1 Building thermal envelope.  The building thermal envelope shall comply with sections R402.4.1.1 through R402.4.1.3and R402.4.1.2.  The sealing methods between dissimilar materials shall allow for differential expansion and contraction.  

R402.4.1.1 (N1102.4.1.1) Installation (Mandatory). The components of the building thermal envelope as listed in Table R402.4.1.1 shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and the criteria listed in Table R402.4.1.1, as applicable to the method of construction. Where required by the code official, an approved third party shall inspect all components and verify compliance. 

R402.4.1.2 (N1102.4.1.2) Testing (Mandatory). The building or dwelling unit shall be tested for air leakage. Testing shall be conducted with a blower door at a pressure of 0.2 inches w.g. (50 Pascals). Where required by the code official, testing shall be conducted by an approved third party. A written report of the results of the test shall be signed by the party conducting the test and provided to the code official. Testing shall be performed at any time after creation of all penetrations of the building thermal envelope. During testing: 

1. Exterior windows and doors, fireplace and stove doors shall be closed, but not sealed, beyond the intended weatherstripping or other infiltration control measures; 

2. Dampers including exhaust, intake, makeup air, backdraft and flue dampers shall be closed, but not sealed beyond intended infiltration control measures; 

3. Interior doors, if installed at the time of the test, shall be open; 

4. Exterior doors for continuous ventilation systems and heat recovery ventilators shall be closed and sealed; 

5. Heating and cooling systems, if installed at the time of the test, shall be turned off; and 

6. Supply and return registers, if installed at the time of the test, shall be fully open. 

R402.4.1.3 (N1102.4.1.3) Leakage rate (Prescriptive). The building or dwelling unit shall have an air leakage rate not exceeding 5 air changes per hour in Climate Zones 1 and 2, and 3 air changes per hour in Climate Zones 3 through 8, when tested in accordance with Section R402.4.1.2.
Commenter’s Reason:  This public comment is a minor correction to add a necessary callout to new Section R402.4.1.3.

