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Draft Public Comment RE171-13

This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Residential provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

http://www.energycodes.gov/development/residential/2015IECC
RE171-13 Disapproved

Public Comment

NAME: Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 
Desired Action: Approval as Modified (AM)
Modify the proposal as follows:

	Glazinga
	Total area (exclusive of glazing of thermally isolated sunrooms)b =

…
	As proposed

…


	Thermally isolated sunrooms
	Geometry, area, and orientation of fenestration, opaque wall, opaque ceiling/roof, and floor/foundation area:  same as proposed

Opaque ceiling and wall insulation:  in accordance with Section R402.2.12

Opaque wall solar absorptance = 0.75

Opaque wall emittance = 0.90

Fenestration U-factor:  in accordance with Section R402.3.5
Fenestration SHGC:  per Table R402.1.1


	As proposed


Remainder of Table R405.5.2(1) unchanged
Commenter’s Reason:  In the current code, there is no connection between the performance path and the prescriptive requirements for thermally isolated sunrooms.  Including thermally isolated sunrooms in the standard reference design, if present in the proposed design, ensures a proper comparison against the code’s associated prescriptive requirements and minimizes confusion about the applicability of the sunroom specifications for homes complying via the performance path.

This Public Comment addresses deficiencies raised at the Committee Action Hearing.  This proposal, as modified by this Public Comment, does not alter the stringency of the code because the standard reference design is set to have the prescriptive requirements in section R402 of the code.  This is consistent with the fundamental approach used to establish compliance via the performance path.  
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