Draft Proposal CB-43
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Alteration Definition (CB-43)

Objective:  Clarify “alterations” to include changes to HVAC, service heating water, or lighting systems involving extension, addition, or change to arrangement, type, or purpose.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise the definition of ALTERATION in Section C202 as follows:

ALTERATION.  Any construction or renovation to an existing structure other than repair or addition that requires a permit.  Also a change in a mechanical, plumbing, electrical or other building system that involves an extension, addition or change to the arrangement, type, or purpose of the original installation that requires a permit.

Reason: Certainly a change in a mechanical system as currently described in the code is an appropriate target for compliance and alterations to such systems should meet the applicable provisions of the energy code.  Plumbing, electrical (lighting), and other building systems also use energy and, if altered as defined in the code, they should be equally addressed as mechanical systems are in the current code.  As an example, the extension of a potable hot water system to serve additional lavatories could involve additional hot water piping that should be insulated.  Another situation involves the change of a lighting system arrangement involving new fixtures and wiring.  It is not a repair or an addition, and as such currently would not be subject to the provisions of the code when it should be.  The proposed change ensures that alterations no matter what systems are involved should comply with the code.

Cost Impact: There is a cost impact associated with this proposed change to the degree that the subject systems are not clearly covered in the current code and as a result alterations that should be subject to the energy code are not now being required to meet the energy code.
