Draft Proposal CB-33
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Fan Horsepower Exceptions Simplified (CB-33)

Objective:   Simplify provisions for motor nameplate horsepower by replacing complicated exceptions with positive statements of what is required.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section C403.2.10.2 as follows:

C403.2.10.2 Motor nameplate horsepower.  For each fan, the fan brake horse power shall be indicated on the design documents and the selected motor shall be no larger than the first available motor size greater than the following:  brake horsepower.  The fan brake horse power shall be indicated on the design documents to allow for compliance verification by the code official.
 Exceptions:

1. For fans less than 6 bhp (4413 W), 1.5 x the fan brake horsepower. where the first available motor larger than the brake horsepower has a nameplate rating within 50 percent of the bhp, selection of the next larger nameplate motor size is allowed. 

2. For fans 6 bhp (4413 W) and larger, 1.3 x the fan brake horsepower.  where the first available motor larger than the bhp has a nameplate rating within 30 percent of the bhp, selection of the next larger nameplate motor size is allowed.
Reason:  The complex exceptions are replaced with a positive statement of what is required.  This will reduce confusion over the maximum horsepower requirement.

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.

