Draft Proposal CB-24
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Recessed Lighting Sealing (CB-24)

Objective:  Clarify the language for sealing recessed lighting that is located in the building thermal envelope.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section C402.4.8 as follows: 

C402.4.8 Recessed lighting.  Recessed luminaires installed in the building thermal envelope shall be sealed to limit air leakage between conditioned and unconditioned spaces.  All recessed luminaires shall be IC-rated, and labeled as having an air leakage rate of not more than 2.0 cfm when tested in accordance with ASTM D E 283 at a 1.57 psf pressure differential.  All recessed luminaires shall be and sealed with gasket or caulk between the housing and interior wall or ceiling covering.

Reason:  Clarification and ease of use of the code.  The location in the building thermal envelope defines by default the reason for the requirement (to limit air leakage).

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.
