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PUBLIC CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM

FOR PUBLIC PROPOSALS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CODES

2012-2014 CODE DEVELOPMENT CYCLE
CLOSING DATES:  

Group A Codes: January 3, 2012
Group B Codes: January 3, 2013

Group C Codes: January 6, 2014

*See Item 3 of these instructions for additional information concerning Group A and Group B Code
  Development Committees Responsibilities*
1)

	Name: Jeremiah Williams
	Date: December 21, 2012

	Jurisdiction/Company: U.S. Department of Energy

	Submitted on Behalf of: 

	Address: 1000 Independence Ave. SW

	City: Washington
	State: DC
	Zip Code: 20585

	Phone: 202-287-1941
	Ext.
	Fax:


	E-mail address (see # 4 below): jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov


2)
Copyright Release:  In accordance with Council Policy #28 Code Development, all Code Change Proposals, Floor Modifications and Public Comments are required to include a copyright release. A copy of the copyright release form is included at the end of this form. Please follow the directions on the form. This form as well as an alternative release form can also be downloaded from the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org. If you have previously executed the copyright release for this cycle, please check the below:

___X___2012-2014 Cycle copyright release on file

3)
Code: Indicate appropriate International Code(s) associated with this Public Proposal – Please use Acronym: ___IECC_____ 
If you have also submitted a separate coordination change to another I-Code, please indicate the code: ________
(See section below for list of names and acronyms for the International Codes).

NOTE: Sections of the International Codes that have a letter designation in brackets in front of them are the responsibility of a different committee than the committee normally responsible for that code.  For instance, Section 301.1.4 of the IEBC has a [B] in front of it, meaning that this section is the responsibility of one of the IBC Code Development Committees (in this case, IBC-S). Any proposed changes to Section 301.1.4 will be heard by the IBC-Structural committee.
Therefore, some code change proposals to Group B code text may be due by January 3, 2012, in order to be heard by Group A code development committees, and vice versa (proposed revision to a Group A code due January 3, 2013.) Please go to www.iccsafe.org/responsibilites for detailed information on Group A and Group B Code Development Committee responsibilities.
4)
Multiple Proposals:  A proponent shall not submit multiple code change proposals to the same code section.  When a proponent submits multiple code change proposals to the same section, the proposals shall be considered as incomplete proposals and not processed in accordance with Section 4.3 of CP #28.  This restriction shall not apply to code change proposals that attempt to address differing subject matter within a code section.
5)
Referenced Standards:  Check here if this code change proposal includes reference to a standard that is not currently referenced in one of the I-Codes. _____

NOTE:  If a new referenced standard is proposed, a copy of the standard must be provided by the proponent of the code change proposal.  (This code change proposal will be considered incomplete and not processed if the new standard is not submitted in at least consensus draft form in accordance with Section 3.6 of Council Policy CP #28.)  If you have forwarded a copy of the standard(s) to ICC please check below:


______ Copy of new referenced standard(s) sent. (Please check:   Electronic ___ or Hard Copy ___)

6)
E-mail address:  Your email address will be published with your code change proposal unless you check here: ______
7)
Information required: Be sure to format your proposal and include all information as indicated below and in the Code Change Proposal 

Instructions’ section on Page 2 of this form.
8)
Format: Proposals should be sent to the office below via regular mail or email.  An e-mail submittal is preferred, including an electronic version, in either WordPerfect or Word (see proposal formatting section on Page 2 of this form). 
Please use a separate form (see page 3) for each proposal submitted.  Note:  All code changes received will receive an acknowledgment by approximately two weeks after the code change deadline.  Please contact the ICC staff listed below if you have not received an acknowledgment by two weeks after the code change deadline.
	Group A 
	Group B
	Group C
	Send to:

	IBC - International Building Code

IFGC - International Fuel Gas Code

IMC -  International Mechanical Code

IPC -  International Plumbing Code

IPSDC -  International Private Sewage Disposal Code


	IADMIN – International Administrative Code (Chapter 1 of I-Codes except the IRC and the IECC, and Referenced Standards Updates)

IEBC - International Existing Building Code

IECC -  International Energy Conservation Code

IFC - International Fire Code

ICC PC -  ICC Performance Code

IPMC  - International Property Maintenance Code

IRC -  International Residential Code

IWUIC -  International Wildland-Urban Interface Code

IZC -  International Zoning Code

	IgCC – International Green Construction Code

ISPSC – International Swimming Pool and Spa Code


	International Code Council

Chicago District Office

Attn: Dynice Broadnax

4051 West Flossmoor Road

Country Club Hills, IL  60478-5795

Fax: 708/799-0320

codechanges@iccsafe.org



CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS
Please provide all of the following items in your code change proposal (see form on page 3). Your proposal should be entered on page 3 as a separate file. However, please read the instructions provided below for each part of the code change proposal. The sections identified in parentheses are the applicable sections from CP #28 Code Development.  The full procedures can be downloaded from www.iccsafe.org. 
	PROPOSAL FORMATTING:
Show the proposal (see form on page 3) using strikeout, underline format.  At the beginning of each section, one of the following instruction lines are also needed:

                         •Revise as follows

                         •Add new text as follows

                         •Delete and substitute as follows

                         •Delete without substitution

The only formatting that is needed is BOLDING, STRIKEOUT AND UNDERLINING.  Please do not provide additional formatting such as tabs, columns etc. as this will be done by ICC.   DO NOT USE THE TRACKING CHANGES OPTION, AUTOMATIC NUMBERING, OR ANY OTHER ADVANCED FORMATTING TOOLS PROVIDED BY WORD. 
SEPARATE GRAPHIC FILES ARE REQUIRED FOR GRAPHIC MATERIALS. Graphic materials (Graphs, maps, drawings, charts, photographs, etc.)  must be submitted as separate electronic files in .CDR, IA, TIF or .JPG format (300 DPI Minimum resolution; 600 DPI or more preferred) even though they may also be embedded in your Word or WordPerfect submittal.


	SUPPORTING INFORMATION:  (3.3.4 & 3.4)
The following items are required to be included in your proposal (see form on page 3):
1. The proponent shall clearly state the purpose of the proposed code change 
2. The proponent shall provide a logical explanation which clearly shows why the current Code provisions are inadequate or overly restrictive, specifies the shortcomings of the current Code provisions and explains how such proposals will improve the Code.

3.  The proponent shall substantiate the proposed code change based on technical information and substantiation. A minimum of two copies of all substantiating information shall be submitted.
4.  The proponent shall submit a bibliography of any substantiating material submitted with the code change proposal.  

	REFERENCED STANDARDS: (3.4 & 3.6)
List any new referenced standards that are proposed to be referenced in the code and provide a minimum of two copies. See also Item 5 on page 1 regarding proposed new referenced standards.  Updates to currently referenced standards will be processed as a Group B proposal.   For ICC rules on referenced standards, see Section 3.6 of CP #28.  Additional copies will be required for committee members.  ICC staff will provide you with a mailing list for the appropriate committees.

	COST IMPACT: (3.3.5.6)
The proponent shall indicate one of the following regarding the cost impact of the code change proposal: 

1) The code change proposal will increase the cost of construction; or 

2) The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction.
The proponent should submit information that supports their claim. Any information submitted will be considered by the code development committee. This information will be included in the bibliography of the published code change proposal.


CODE CHANGE SUBMITTAL EXAMPLE
Code: IBC–12/13
705.1

Proponent:  John Doe, P.E., Acme Building Corporation, Inc, representing self
Revise as follows: 
705.1 General. Each portion of a building separated by one or more a fire walls that comply complies with the provisions of this section Section 705 shall be considered a separate building. 
Reason: A fire wall complying with Section 705 establishes the equivalent of separate buildings on either side of the fire wall. This proposal provides text that more succinctly states this purpose of a fire wall.
Cost Impact:  The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction.

Public Hearing:
Committee:
AS


AM

D






Assembly:
ASF

AMF

DF
CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM
(See instructions on page 2)
Code: ____IECC____ –12-14 
Code Sections/Tables/Figures Proposed for Revision (3.3.2); Note:  If the proposal is for a new section, indicate (new).
Section C401.2, C407.1, 407.3, C407.4, C407.5, and C407.6
Proponent:  Name/Company/Representing (3.3.1): (NOTE:  DO NOT USE ACRONYMS FOR YOUR COMPANY OR ORGANIZATIONAL NAME) Jeremiah Williams / U.S. Department of Energy
Revise Section C401.2 as follows:
C401.2 Application. Commercial buildings shall comply with one of the following:

1. The requirements of ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1. 

2. The requirements of Sections C402, C403, C404 and C405. In addition, commercial buildings shall comply with either Section C406.2, C406.3 or C406.4. 

3. The requirements of Section C402.4, C403.2, C404, C405.2, C405.3, C405.4, C405.6 C405.7 and C407. The building energy cost shall be equal to or less than 85 percent of the standard reference design building.

Add a new definition to Section C202 as follows:

Regulated Energy UsE.  Energy used for HVAC, lighting, service water heating, motors, transformers and other building systems, equipment, components, and processes with requirements prescribed in this code.
Revise Section C407.1 as follows:

C407.1 Scope.  This section establishes criteria for compliance using total expected building performance of a proposed building design in terms of regulated energy use.  The following systems and loads shall be included in determining the total building performance: heating systems, cooling systems, service water heating, fan systems, lighting power, receptacle loads and process loads.

Delete Section 407.3 and replace with the following:

C407.3 Performance-based compliance. Total building performance shall be calculated and documented by a registered design professional in accordance with Appendix G of ASHRAE Standard 90.1 and shall show a minimum a performance percentage improvement of 26% of regulated energy use when calculated in accordance with Section G.1.2 of Appendix G. Energy that is not regulated energy use shall be subtracted from both the proposed design and the baseline building after building performance simulations are completed, but prior to calculating the percentage improvement. 

Delete Sections C407.4, C407.5, and C407.6

Note: The target of 26% improvement in proposed section C407.3 above will change based on the final development of 90.1-2013 Appendix G.  The percentage is intended to represent the improvement from the Appendix G baseline to the 90.1-2013 requirements.  The percentage improvement required to satisfy the performance path is under development in the ASHRAE committees and is expected to be ready before the final 2015 IECC code hearings. The final percentage improvement required could range from 45% if the Appendix G baseline is set at 90.1-2004 levels (as currently proposed by SSPC 90.1) to 0% if the Appendix G baseline is set at 90.1-2013 levels. 
Reason: 

This proposal intends to create in the IECC a singular performance path to compliance, and require compliance be based on a set reduction in energy cost for the proposed design over the standard design building.

Since the first energy codes and standards were published almost 40 years ago, there has always been a path to compliance that recognizes the ability for a building design to meet the intent of the energy code or standard without necessarily meeting each and every minimum prescriptive requirement.  This path in the energy codes continues the concept embodied in the long-standing building code provision entitled “alternative methods and materials.”  In short, the intent is to allow a designer to show that their building as designed will perform at or better than if it was just designed to meet the minimum code provisions.  

While energy codes and standards provide criteria for HVAC, service water heating systems, and lighting systems on an independent basis with each provision having to be satisfied, it is understandable that one may wish to modify the design of prescriptive items and make up for increased energy use by increasing efficiency elsewhere in the building.  For instance, one might want to provide fenestration that does not meet the prescriptive minimum code while at the same time implementing a reduction in connected lighting power below that allowed in the code.  The intent is to allow the degree to which one building component or system does not meet minimum to be “traded off” against the degree to which one or more others exceed the minimum.  This provision allows consideration of the building as a whole, recognizing that energy use and associated operating costs of a building occur “at the meter” and are the result of many interactions between the structure and the systems that provide the myriad of services in the building.

Although the concept of “equal or better” performance of the actual building design seems to indicate code compliance, it is not that simple.  For most commercial buildings, such calculations require computer simulation by well-versed professionals along with a number of directions to ensure accurate results and minimization of gaming.  Initially energy codes and standards had a singular set of criteria that were followed when conducting such building performance analysis.  Since ASHRAE Standard 90 and the MEC (now the IECC) were maintained by different entities, the criteria associated with this compliance path digressed, in part because of the amount of time and effort stakeholders and others expended to update, maintain, and enhance the building performance approach.  ASHRAE 90.1 has had and continues to have a long-standing focus on this path to compliance and is a referenced compliance path to the IECC pursuant to C401.2 (1).  This raises the question—why have two separate processes focused on the same complex problem when it is simpler to rely on one?

It is for the following reasons that this change is proposed:
· Annual energy analysis and simulation is complicated and the governing rules more likely to improve if all interested and affected parties (e.g., design professionals) can focus their efforts on one approach.

· Code officials receiving compliance documentation associated with this path will have a uniform and singular set of inputs and outputs to get comfortable with in addition to knowing all results they receive are developed with the same identical “black box.”

· Those with expertise in building energy modeling are heavily involved in development and updating of ASHRAE Standard 90.1, putting in easily a man-year of labor each year to keep the provisions in the standard current. 

There is a possible reduction in construction cost and the costs associated with plan review and approval associated with this proposed change.  Designers will have a single robust and technically supported approach to use for building performance, which should streamline their efforts.  Similarly, code officials and plan reviewers will have a singular and uniform type of documentation to review.
Cost Impact:  The code change proposal may reduce the cost of construction.
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