Draft Proposal E-1
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Alteration Definition (E-1)

Objective:  Expand definition of “alteration” to include retrofits and changes to energy systems.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise the definition of “alteration” in Section 202 as follows:

ALTERATION.  Any construction, retrofit or renovation to an existing structure other than a repair or addition.  Also, a change in a mechanical, service water heating, or lighting system that involves and extension, addition or change to the arrangement, type or purpose of the original installation.  Alterations are classified as Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3.

Reason:  For consistency with the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  The terms “construction” and “renovation” are not defined in the International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC) or other International Code Council (ICC) codes and would logically include mechanical, water heating, and lighting systems but this is not clearly spelled out and some energy using systems might be excluded, given some interpretations of the code.  The suggested new sentence is intended to clarify this and is consistent with the definition of “alteration” in the 2012 IECC.  Because the term “retrofit” is also used regularly to generally describe work done in existing buildings, its inclusion in the definition along with construction and renovation is intended to provide more clarity to what can be confusing when trying to determine what is and is not covered by the IEBC with respect to work being done in and to existing buildings.

Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact.

