
Energy Codes 

Compliance 

Programs 
 

Compliance Planning Assistance 

Energy Codes Ambassadors Program 

Consumer Education 

Maureen Guttman, AIA  
Executive Director 
Building Codes Assistance Project 
April 4, 2013 



Our Mission 

 Our mission is to reduce the energy consumed in the 

construction and operations of buildings by working 

with national, state, and local governments and other 

stakeholders to promote the adoption and 

implementation of building codes and standards. 



BCAP Compliance Work 



CPA 



The CPA Program 

• Objective:  Assist states in the development of 

plans to achieve compliance with their updated 

building energy code(s) by 2017 

• Funded by DOE June 2010 

• 15 states – chosen by BCAP, REEOS, 

NASEO, and DOE  

• 21 states completed to-date 

 



Typical Plan Flowchart 



Energy Code  

Compliance Collaborative 

• Engages stakeholders to help coordinate the 

Strategic Plan 

• Builders, municipal leagues, local and state 

government, universities, laboratories, more 

 

• 2012: CO, TX, NV, NH, DE 

• 2013: NE, PA 

 

Compliance Collaborative in Nevada 



ECAP 



Energy Code  

Ambassadors Program 

• Gives the state “local expert resource” 

• Provides Peer-to-Peer Exchange, Mentoring 

• Cost-effective outreach, support and 

advocacy 

• Enhances communication of national and 

state energy support services and materials 

to the local level 

 



Energy Code  

Ambassadors Program 

• ECAP in AL, ID, NV, UT,  

• New states considering ECAP (DE, TX, SC) 

• Seeking state sponsors for sustainability  

• Similar program in KY 

 



Consumer 

Education 



Why Target Consumers? 

• Consumers can eliminate our biggest 
barrier – opposition from home builders. 
Builders supply what is demanded. 

• It’s hard to make policy changes without 
public support. 

• In communities where public support is 
high, energy codes are easier to adopt. 

 

So… HOW to advocate to consumers? 



2011 Survey of 5,000 

Consumers 
• The public feels that they have a right to a home that 

meets minimum energy efficiency standards. (82%)  

 

• The public believes that energy codes help ensure 
that homeowner and taxpayer dollars are used wisely 
and efficiently by requiring that new homes will be 
“built right the first time.” (74%)  

 

• The public doesn’t accept the argument that 
amenities of new homes have to be sacrificed in 
exchange for energy codes compliance. (77%)  

 

Findings from BCAP/Consumers Union study 



Engaging Consumers 

 

  Energy Code Checklist 
Take a quick look to see if a home meets efficiency standards 

  Interactive Energy Code Guide 
Check out the features of a home that meets code 

  Find Your Energy Code 
A step-by-step guide to finding out the energy code in your location 

  Take Action  

Spread the word on energy codes to your government official 

  State-specific Resources 
Materials for consumers in AL, AK, ID, KY, MI, MO, NE, PA, & TX. 

http://bcap-ocean.org/resource/energy-code-checklist
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Engaging Consumers 

• 2012 for AK, MI, NV, PA and TX : 

– Talking points  

– Trained spokespersons 

– Articles for magazines, 

newspapers 

– Zillow ads 
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